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Omani government initiatives 

National strategies:
The Omani government has introduced the National Strategy for Education 2040, 
a visionary plan that seeks to elevate the quality of education across the country. 
This strategy is all about ensuring that education not only meets academic 
standards but also aligns closely with the evolving demands of the labour market. 

By emphasising innovation, critical thinking, and the cultivation of essential values, 
the initiative aims to equip Omani students with the skills and competencies 
they need to thrive in their careers. Ultimately, this is about empowering the next 
generation and helping them become valuable contributors to society. 

The National Innovation Strategy, approved by the Cabinet in 2017. It was 
developed through multisectoral involvement to provide a comprehensive map of 
data, initiatives, and monitoring KPIs.

Scholarships and financial aid: 
The government supports students pursuing higher education both locally and 
abroad through extensive scholarships and financial aid. By offering scholarships 
and financial aid, this initiative is designed to attract bright minds and help them 
flourish. It ensures that talented individuals have the resources they need to 
access quality education and follow their dreams without the heavy burden of 
financial stress.

International partnerships: 
Higher education institutions in Oman are actively forming meaningful 
partnerships with universities and research centres globally. These collaborations 
are more than just formal agreements; they create vibrant opportunities for 
students and faculty to exchange ideas and experiences. By sharing knowledge, 
cultures, and resources, these partnerships not only enrich the academic 
environment but also foster a sense of international community and collaboration, 
making the learning experience even more fulfilling for everyone involved.

The Omani government and various institutions have been making impressive 
strides to enhance higher education in the country. By rolling out strategic 
initiatives, offering scholarships, and forming international partnerships, they’re 
not just boosting academic opportunities; they’re also ensuring that the education 
provided is both high-quality and relevant to today’s job market.

Research and innovation:
MoHERI runs many research and publication funding programmes, as well as 
capacity-building and innovation initiatives. These programmes address all three 
sectors, including academia, government, and industry. Recently, MoHERI focused 
on participating in several international events to provide Omani researchers and 
innovators with international exposure.   

Besides, several other governmental organizations have also allocated resources 
to support research and innovation in Oman. Similarly, Oman established its first 
science park in 2018, known as “Innovation Park Muscat (IPM). “ This national hub 
attracts key players in R&D from various fields. IPM also provides very attractive 
and competitive opportunities for local and international R&D companies to 
establish research and innovation centers in the heart of the capital city, Muscat.

Research chairs:
The late Sultan Qaboos established 16 esteemed research chairs at prestigious 
universities worldwide, reflecting his commitment to education and international 
collaboration. These significant endowments are designed to form relationships 
between Oman and various nations and enhance the exchange of knowledge and 
research. These chairs serve as a bridge for academic cooperation and foster 
global advancement in various fields.

These efforts are important for Oman as it aims to diversify its economy and 
promote sustainable development, all while nurturing a skilled workforce that can 
compete on a global scale.
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QS-Oman 
roundtable  

QS recently hosted a roundtable with the 
Ministry of Higher Education, Research and 
Innovation (MoHERI) in the Sultanate of Oman, 
to offer strategic partnership to develop the 
higher education sector. In the vibrant city of 
Muscat, the QS team met with dignitaries and 
leaders from the higher education sector in 
order to come up with an action plan to tap 
into the immensity and promise that is hitherto 
untapped in the Sultanate. 
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Reflections from the  
QS-Oman roundtable  

 
Collaborations with MoHERI

In recent years, QS has joined forces with the Ministry of Higher Education, 
Research, and Innovation (MoHERI) to boost higher education in Oman. One 
of the standout initiatives was a roundtable discussion and seminar held on 
June 9th, 2024, in the vibrant city of Muscat, aimed at positioning Oman as a 
welcoming hub for international students.

This event saw senior officials, university leaders, educators, and industry 
experts come together to share their insights and discuss innovative strategies 
to make Oman an attractive destination for students from around the globe.
The collaborative atmosphere was inspiring, highlighting a shared commitment 
to expanding educational opportunities and fostering a diverse academic 
community in the region.

The roundtable discussions offered a comprehensive look at what makes Oman 
special and where there’s room for growth. One of the standout moments was 
when experts explored data from QS research, which highlighted successful 
destinations for international students and helped to draw some interesting 
comparisons with Oman’s unique qualities. The seminar celebrated Oman’s 
vibrant multicultural environment, its peaceful society, and its strategic position 
at the crossroads of Asia and Africa. It was inspiring to see how these factors 
can attract more global interest and collaboration.

Dr Ashwin Fernandes serves as the Executive Director for Africa, the Middle 
East, and South Asia at QS, and he has been a driving force behind educational 
success and career growth in these regions. His passion for fostering learning 
and international opportunities shines through in his work with universities in 
Oman, where he dedicates his efforts to helping them achieve excellence and 
build their capacities.

Since joining QS in 2012, Dr Fernandes has not only developed professional 
ties but also cultivated meaningful relationships with educational institutions, 
creating a network that supports both students and educators alike. His 
commitment to advancing education is truly inspiring, as he helps pave the way 
for future generations.
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Impact on higher education 

QS has played a pivotal role in fostering international collaboration in 
Oman, opening doors for Omani institutions and allowing them to connect 
with universities around the world. This collaboration not only enhances 
the quality of education but also makes it more appealing to students from 
different countries. Thanks to QS, Oman’s universities have gained access 
to valuable data and insights that help them understand global trends 
and best practices. As a result, they’ve been able to attract international 
students, boosting their diversity and enriching the learning environment 
for everyone. Moreover, QS’s initiatives have contributed to nurturing 
a skilled and competitive workforce in Oman. By aligning educational 
outcomes with global standards, they are helping students prepare for a 
future where they can thrive not just locally but on an international scale. 
 
Higher education institutions play a crucial role in preparing individuals 
for the challenges and opportunities of the future. They are responsible 
for not just laying a studious foundation and critical thinking in students’ 
minds, but also for helping them align their life and career goals in tangible 
ways to make a difference to the world tomorrow. But what sets the 
future-ready institutions apart from the rest of the crowd?  
There are three key differentiators:

1.	 Embracing change:  
They have the ability to anticipate and adapt to emerging trends and 
technologies, ensuring that graduates are equipped to thrive in an 
evolving job market. 
 

2.	 Holistic education:  
These institutions prioritise a holistic approach to education, focusing 
on developing critical thinking, creativity, and problem-solving skills, 
alongside technical knowledge. 

3.	 Lifelong learning:  
A commitment to lifelong learning is central to future-readiness, with 
institutions offering opportunities for continuous education and skill 
development to meet the lifelong needs of their learners.
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1. Government investment and Vision 2040  
 
Oman’s government is heavily investing in the development of the education 
sector as part of its Vision 2040. This includes substantial investment in higher 
education institutions, research, and academic programmes to equip students 
with the skills needed to thrive in emerging sectors like technology, healthcare, 
and renewable energy.

2. Expansion of institutions and infrastructure 
 
The higher education landscape in Oman has expanded significantly over the 
last few decades. The country is home to several public universities, such as 
SQU alongside numerous private universities and colleges. 
 

3. International collaboration 

Oman is actively working to build stronger international ties through 
partnerships with renowned global universities. This collaboration helps to 
enhance the quality of education, research, and innovation. These international 
partnerships not only provide Omani students with opportunities to study 
abroad but also bring international expertise and resources into the country.

4. Emphasis on research and innovation 
 
Oman has increasingly recognised the importance of research in driving 
economic growth and solving societal challenges. Higher education institutions 
are being encouraged to prioritise research and innovation, with a focus on 
sustainable development, renewable energy, and technology. SQU, for example, 
has several research centres dedicated to areas like clean energy, environmental 
studies, and marine sciences. 

5. Skills development for a diversified economy 
 
There is a growing demand for skilled professionals in sectors like technology, 
engineering, healthcare, and business management. As part of its economic 
diversification efforts, Oman is aligning its higher education programmes with 
the skills needed in these key industries. This is reflected in the expansion of 
STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics) programmes, as 
well as the introduction of vocational and technical education programmes.

The potential of higher education in Oman is growing rapidly, fuelled by both 
government initiatives and increasing demand for advanced skills in a modernising 
economy. Here’s a summary of its key aspects:
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6. Increase in scholarships and study opportunities 
 
The government offers numerous scholarships to Omani students to study 
abroad, ensuring they gain exposure to world-class education and global 
networks. This has led to a growing pool of Omani graduates with international 
qualifications, enhancing the country’s human capital and strengthening its global 
competitiveness.

7. Private sector engagement 
 
The private sector in Oman is increasingly engaged in shaping the future of 
higher education. Partnerships between educational institutions and industry are 
fostering more practical and applied learning opportunities, internships, and work 
placements. These collaborations aim to ensure that graduates are equipped with 
real-world experience and are ready to contribute effectively to the economy.
 

8. Cultural and social development 

Higher education in Oman also focuses on promoting cultural, social, and ethical 
development. Universities and colleges in Oman offer a range of programmes in 
the humanities, social sciences, and arts, contributing to the holistic development 
of students and preparing them to be responsible global citizens.

9. Growing role of technology and online education 
 
The role of technology in higher education is becoming more prominent in 
Oman. Online learning platforms and digital resources are enhancing access to 
education for students across the country, especially in remote areas. During the 
COVID-19 pandemic, universities in Oman quickly adapted to online teaching, 
which further accelerated the use of technology in the education system.

Recently, the Ministry of Higher Education, Research & Innovation (MoHERI) 
of Oman, in collaboration with UK-based QS Quacquarelli Symonds, hosted a 
roundtable discussion in Muscat to explore Oman’s potential as an international 
student hub. Here are the key takeaways from the roundtable.

 

Oman’s unique attributes   

The seminar highlighted Oman’s multicultural environment, peaceful society, and 
strategic location at the crossroads of Asia and Africa as factors that position the 
country favourably to attract international students. Oman’s Vision 2040 is keenly 
focussed on strengthening education and promoting Oman’s status as a regional 
educational hub. 

Known for its welcoming and tolerant society, where diverse cultures coexist 
harmoniously, Oman promises to be a favoured destination for both domestic 
and international students to pursue higher education in. Oman’s multicultural 
environment is appealing to international students who seek a safe, inclusive 
and supportive atmosphere while studying abroad. Oman offers a high standard 
of living, a safe environment and rich cultural heritage, making it an appealing 
destination for students seeking a balanced life between academics and personal 
well-being.

 
 

QS insights  

Data from QS research were presented, showcasing successful international 
student destinations and drawing parallels with Oman’s unique attributes, 
emphasising areas where Oman could enhance its appeal to international 
students. In collaboration with QS, Oman has the potential to make huge strides 
in moving towards its 2040 goals with confidence.

Key takeaways from the  
QS-Oman Roundtable 



Explore all QS solutions 
QS solutions are designed to help universities and business 
schools recruit more students, improve reputation, drive 
sustainability performance, and innovate. Find the right 
solution for you. 

qs.com  


